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Geologists interpret 
landscapes, rocks, and 

mineralization of an area. 
Geologists find out how and why 

certain rocks and minerals are located 
in the Earth at specific locations.  
Forest Service geologists assess 

plans from mines, calculate bonds, 
inspect mining operations, go 

caving, and so much more!
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Which of your talents or skills contributes most to your work 
and why? Curiosity, critical thinking, organization, and 
communication skills are essential to my job. Coming up with 
multiple solutions to a problem and communicating with my 
colleagues and the public are some of the most important 
aspects to being successful. 

What is an example of a challenge you encounter, or have 
encountered, in your position? Having detailed communication 
with the public seeking access to the forest. There can be a 
long process to start any activities on forest land, and I always 
need to make sure everyone is fully aware of the processes 
involved. This is crucial for minimal frustration and for public 
accessibility to lands. 

What is an example of technology or equipment that you use in your 
work? Computer, tablets, rock hammers, hard hats, steel-toed 
boots, maps, and field equipment such as backpacks, boots, 
field whistle, notebook, etc. A good geologist needs to be 
ready and safe in the field.

What is/was your most exciting 
project? Working in the local  
grottos in Arizona to assess caves 
and go caving. I get to see all 
the beautiful formations and the 
way hydrology shapes the inner 
workings of the Earth. 

When did you know this career  
would be a good fit for you?  
I attended St. Louis Community 
College for an A.A. degree in 
English Communications. I always 
knew I loved dinosaurs, so I took a 
Prehistoric Life class for an elective. 
It changed my life! I didn’t know I 
could be a geologist for a living, so 
I changed my path and found my 
love for geology. 
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