Lesson Plan

Haiku Lesson Plan

Note: This lesson plan may be used with any Natural

Inquirer article or Investi-gator article.

Time Needed:
Two class period

Materials (for each student or group of
students):

 Natural Inquirer or Investi-gator article
* Pencil or pen
* Blank paper

In this lesson plan, students will create 5 traditional
haikus to describe the article and optionally,
express their feeling or a mood about the articleis
contents.

A haiku is a form of Japanese poetry. The
traditional haiku form has three lines. The first line
has 5 syllables, the second line has 7 syllables,
and the third line has 5 syllables. The lines do not
rhyme. Punctuation is up to the poet.

According to https://www.kidszone.ws/poetry/
haiku.htm, a haiku expresses a way of looking at
the physical world and seeing something deep.
Here is a haiku written by Matsuo Basho,
considered the greatest Japanese haiku poet:

An old silent pondé
A frog jumps into the pond,
splash! Silence again.

Here is a haiku poem that was based on a Natural
Inquirer scientist statement:

What causes wildfires?
| think | know the answer.
Now itis time to test.

Methods:
Day One

Introduce students to the Natural Inquirer
monograph or article or Investi-gator article they will
read for this activity. Provide each student with a
copy of the article, as well as a copy of the Double
Entry Graphic Organizer.

Point out that the graphic organizer has two
columns. In the left column, titled “Notable Quote or
Detail From the Text,” students will copy down an
important item from the text. Students should plan to
write down items as they read, or alternatively,
students can write down items after they have
completed reading the article. Direct students to pick
interesting, confusing, or integral parts of the text.

In the same row, on the right column titled “My
Observation, Comment or Question,” students
should re lect on the notable quote or detail. Some
potential questions that may elicit student responses
include:

1. What did you notice about this information?
2. Why did you chose this information?

3. What questions do you have about this
information?

4. Why is this information important to the overall
article?
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