
3

This is Dr. Qinfeng Guo.
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Dr. Guo is a scientist who 
studies animals. 
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Raccoon

Prairie dog 
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When he was in high school, Dr. Guo 
knew he wanted to become a scientist. 
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These high school students want to 
become scientists, too. 
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Dr. Guo is curious.  

P
ho

to
: B

ab
s 

M
cD

on
al

d

These scientists are curious, too.
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Dr. Guo likes to ask questions about 
our world.  

This group of students ask questions 
about the river. 
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Dr. Guo asked a question about animals 
and the location of their habitats.  
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Butterflies 
can fly.   
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Rabbits can 
hop and run.   
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Dr. Guo knew that animals can 
move to a new habitat.   
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Birds can fly. 
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Moose can walk and run. 
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Dr. Guo asked, “Can animals move to 
a new habitat and survive?” 
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Dr. Guo used a computer to map the 
areas where the animals lived originally. 

He also mapped the areas where animals 
might move. 
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Dr. Guo discovered that animals can  
survive in a new habitat, as long as the  
climate is similar to the climate in their 
original habitat. 

People moved some frogs from Puerto 
Rico to Hawai`i by accident. The climate in 
Puerto Rico and Hawai`i are similar. Now, 
the frogs live in Puerto Rico and Hawai`i.
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Now that Dr. Guo has answered his 
question, he is asking new questions!

Scientists like to ask and answer questions. 
What questions do you have about animals 
and their habitats?
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Critical Thinking  
Questions: 

•	 What are some animals 	
	 you have seen around the area where you 	
	 live? For each animal, describe its habitat.  

•	What does the animal eat?  
 		

•	Where does the animal sleep?  

•	How does the animal’s habitat help  
	 it survive? 

•	 Dr. Guo likes to ask questions. Why do 	
	 you think it is important to ask questions? 

•	 Dr. Guo used a computer to help him 	
	 answer his question. How do you use 	
	 computers to help you answer questions?
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Glossary: 

climate (klīmәt): The most 
typical weather 	over many 
years in a place.  

curious (kyoŭr-ē-әs): Eager 
to find out about things. 

habitat (ha-bә-tat): The natural place where 	
an animal or plant lives or grows. 

location (lō-kā-shәn):  The place or  
position of something.  

original (ә-rij-ә-nәl): Earliest or first. 

similar (si-mә-lәr): Almost, but not exactly, 	  
the same. 

survive (sәr-vīv): To remain alive. 


